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Genetic variability and diversity for green forage yield in cowpea
[Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp.]

B ANAMIKA NATH AND P.A. TAJANE

SUMMARY

The present investigation on genetic variability studies in cowpea [Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp.] was conducted by using 44
genotypes of cowpea. High estimates of GCV were observed for green forageyield per plant, dry matter yield per plant, branches per
plant in forage cowpea. The magnitude of PCV was more than GCV for all characters. High heritability accompanied with high
genetic advance indicated additive gene control in the inheritance for green forage yield per plant, dry matter yield per plant, plant
height at 50 per cent flowering, branches per plant.Correl ation studies stressed the importance of characters viz., dry matter yield per
plant, daysto 50 per cent flowering, plant height at 50 per cent flowering, |eaf: stem ratio and number of leaves per plant for green
forage yield purpose. Path co-efficient analysisindicated that dry matter yield per plant and leaf: stem ratio had high positive direct
effect on green forageyield per plant at the same time these traits al so had significant and positive correlation with green forage yield
per plant.
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